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XXVII.  Remarks on the Incombustible Man.  

To 3/lr. Tilloch. 
W SIR, 

HAT may be the accuracy of the experiments detailed in 
the last Number of your Magazine, by Dr. Sementini, re- 
lating to the incombustible man, I know not ; but of this 
I am certain, that the Doctor has gone sadly out of his way 
to account for the method employed by Sefior Lionetto, to 
render his tongue uninjured by the hot iron which he was 
accustomed to pass over it. 

The fact is, that there is not the slightest occasion to de- 
fend the tongue with alum, sugar, soap, or any other sub- 
stance, for the purpose of rendering it insensible to the ac- 
tion of red-hot iron. I have repeatedly seen a friend of 
mine pass over his tongue, without any covering, a red-hot 
poker ; and this experiment, which he has performed hun- 
dreds of times, to the great astonishment of dinner and tea 
parties where he happened to be, I ventured (on his assurance 
that no hurt would ensue) to repeat. I found that it may be 
done with the utmost safety : the only effect is a slight taste 
in the mouth of carbonated hydrogen, and a very slight 
~oreness for a short t ime.--Any of your readers may satisfy 
themselves of the accuracy of this statement. It is only 
necessary that the tongue be wet with saliva before it is put 
out of the mouth, and that the poker be of course quickly 
passed over it. 

The cause of this ph~enomenon I conceive to be, that the 
saliva is vaporized, and in fact prevents the iron from ever 
actually touching the cuticle. I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
HuIt, W . S .  

November 8, 1808. 

I s  addition to what has been stated above by W .  S., I shall 
here mention a eireumstance which occurred since the pub- 
lication of Dr. Sementini's paper. Having mentioned to a 
plumber, whom I had employed to repair a lead cistern, some 
of the particulars of ttle incombustible man, he expressed 
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15S Memoics  of Erasmus Darwin, M.D. 

but little surprise. Any one, he said, might draw their fin- 
ger through melted lead, if they did it somewhat quickly ; 
and having in his hand a ladle fllll of melted solder, he in- 
stantly passed his finger through it. He said he had often 
passed a red-hot piece of iron over his tongue, and seen 
others 60 it without injury. In the first experimen h he said, 
it was necessary that the finger should be perfectly drymif 
otherwise, the person might get what he called a thimble, i. e. 
some of the metal would stick to the finger and give a severe 
burn. In the experiment of passing a red-hot iron over the 
tongue, tile iron, he said, should be very red--if only of a 
black heat, nearly but not red-hot, it was sure to burn the 
tongue most severely.--The latter circumstance gives much 
countenance to the solution of the ph~enomenon offered by 
W . S .  It seems somewhat analogous to what takes place 
with a drop of water let fall on a plate of red-hot iron, which 
takes a much longer time to evaporate than a similar drop 
let fall on hot iron which would hardly shine in the dark, 

I shall here state another fact, which may, perhaps, but 
not quite so satisfactorily, be explained ortsimilar principles. 
A gentleman informs me that he has seen an irort founder 
.~kim melted iron with his hand. The founder stated that he 
could only do it when the iron was boiling h o t : ~ i f o f a  
lower heat, it would bum h im.~A.  T. 

XXVIII.  Memoirs of the late ERASMUS DARWI~r~ M , D ,  

['Continued from p. 39.] 

D A R W I N I A N A .  

HYDROCEVU.~LVS internus, or dropsy of the ventricles of 
the brain, is fatal to many children, and some adults. When 
this disease is less in quantity, it probably produces a fever~ 
termed a nervous fever, and which is sometimes called a 
worm fever, according to the opinion of Dr. Gilchrist, in 
the Scots Medical Essays. This fe~'er is attended with great 
inirritability, as al~pears from the dilated pupils of the eyes, 
in which it corresponds with the dropsy of the brain. And 
the latter disease has its paroxysms of quick p~lse~ and ia 
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